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by H.E. Mr. Yuriy Sergeyev, 
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(23 November 2009)
Excellencies,
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear Friends,

Today we continue our commemoration at the United Nations. We pay tribute to those millions of people who perished in Ukrainian man-made famine – the Holodomor of 1932-1933. 
We are grateful to all of you for your solidarity, sympathy and participation in our events during this month. 

We are confident that through such commemoration we are achieving main goal - avoiding similar crimes in the future. 
Ukrainian nation which lost during wars, repressions, holodomors millions of its citizens does understand the value of a single human-being’s life. A single human being life is God’s creation. God's creation is and remains primordial to humankind. We always have to care for each other. 
Let’s think of this. When people are murdered by hunger, through starvation, or they are killed during ethnic cleansing or religion conflicts, we all call it anti-God’s, inhuman regime towards us, people. 
Crimes of the past regime are well reflected in our thematic exhibition provided by the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America. Exhibition that details the horrors and magnitude of the Holodomor. It consists of panels of photographs detailing virtually every aspect of the tragedy. Seizing an opportunity I would like to give the floor to Tamara Gallo Olexy, President of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America.
*  *  *
It is more than a pleasure, Ladies and Gentlemen.  It is an honor for me to introduce Nigel Colley, who flew in from Wales to join us.  Some of you may know – others may not – that Mr. Colley and his mother, Dr. Margaret Siriol Colley, have for years been documenting the tragic and triumphant story about Gareth Jones.  Nigel is the grand nephew, and Dr. Colley is the niece, of the fearless, uncompromising Welsh journalist who traveled to Ukraine during the Holodomor and personally recorded it in his diaries. But Gareth Jones he didn't simply record.  He went public with his shocking revelations.  Gareth Jones took on the New York Times and Moscow in the disinformation campaign that they were conducting, hand in hand, in suppressing the news about Moscow's famine in Ukraine.  He did this alone. One man. And, like many other titans in history, for his insistence on the truth, for his integrity, Gareth Jones was ridiculed and dismissed by the established media.  He was also banned from the Soviet Union and, two years later, murdered.  All available evidence points to Moscow as the assassin. Ladies and gentlemen, please acknowledge your respect for and thanks to Nigel Colley.  Without his work and the work of Dr. Colley, a huge part of this tragic history would have been lost forever.
*  *  *

We also have the opportunity to honor the memory of Dr. Raphael Lemkin, distinguished legal scholar who authored the concept of genocide and was the farther of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 1948.  
His address which was made in 1953 in order to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Great Ukrainian Famine was discovered by Dr. Taras Hunczak in New York Public Library and organized into a book by Professor Roman Serbyn. 

I am holding this book today which contains only one article translated into 28 languages thanks to Ukrainian Embassies and private translators. 
We are thankful to the well-known International Charitable Foundation "Ukraine 3000" for publishing the book and foreword delivered by President of Ukraine H.E. Mr. Victor Yushchenko.
Having sad that I invite to the podium Oleksandr Maksymchuk, Head of the Board of Directors of the Foundation and Professor Roman Serbyn. 

*  *  *

Once again I would like to use this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, the Consulate General of Ukraine in New York as well as our speakers and guest; and would like to encourage you all to continue our discussion within the exhibition’s observation.
Thank you. 
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